
Nantucket School Committee Meeting 
January 13, 2009 

 
Present:  Dr. Timothy Lepore, Mrs. Susan Genthner, Mrs. Robin Harvey, Mrs. Jane 
Miller, and Dr. Robert Pellicone.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM. 
 
Dr. Lepore moved to approve the agenda.  Mrs. Miller seconded.  So voted. 
 
Presentation and discussions: 
 
Staff/ Student Recognition:  Cara Garufi was recognized for being the school-wide 
winner of the National Geographic Spelling Bee.  She will be taking a test to see if she 
will compete in the state-wide competition.  Jed Williams was recognized for presenting 
a paper at the American Astronomical Association convention in California.  He and 
student Emily Mitchell did research with the Maria Mitchell Association on extra solar 
planets. 
 
Mrs. Garneau arrived at the meeting at 6:10 PM. 
 
Dr. Pellicone reviewed the proposed reductions in each department stating that the 
recommendations came from staff, administration and school councils.  The overall 
reductions totaled $1.7 million. 
 
The Committee felt strongly that the elementary school needed additional support to 
remove it from corrective action.   
 
Dr. Lepore moved to continue the public hearing on the FY 2010 budget recessed from 
January 8, 2009 at 6:45 PM.  Mrs. Harvey seconded.  So voted. 
 
Comments or questions from the public included the number of teachers and teaching 
assistants, the number and cost of off-island placements, impact on class size, the 
reduction of Educare, revisiting housing stipends, and educating the community on the 
budget. 
 
Mrs. Harvey moved to close the public hearing at 7:30 PM.  Mrs. Miller seconded.  So 
voted. 
 
Mrs. Genthner reviewed the budget process this year.  The Committee has been working 
on a balanced budget this year recognizing the decrease in the town’s revenue.  The 
Committee looked at the balanced budget and decided it did not meet the needs of the 
students.  If an override fails, the Committee has to have a balanced budget.  The school 
councils will meet tomorrow to discuss the override.   The superintendent’s ad hoc 
budget committee will meet on Thursday and an all-staff meeting will be held on 



Thursday.  The Committee will have a proposed balanced budget with narratives 
explaining its impact and an override budget to forward to the FinCom on January 29. 
 
Next meeting date:  January 22, 2009 at 6:00 PM. 
 
Dr. Lepore moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 PM.  Mrs. Harvey seconded.  So voted 
 
 
 
 
 


